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Rancho Simi Recreation and Park District 
Board of Directors Special Meeting 

MINUTES 
Wednesday, June 9, 2021, at 6:00pm 

Rancho Simi Recreation and Park District • Activity Room 3 
4201 Guardian Street, Simi Valley, CA 93063 • (805) 584-4400 

Meeting held via Zoom - a video recording is available 
on the District Website at www.rsrpd.org. 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE - Chair Dennert called the Meeting to 
Order at 6:00pm. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Donna Prenta. 

2. ROLL CALL - Directors Abele, Freeman, Gray, Vice Chair O'Brien, and Chair Dennert were in 
attendance. Staff in attendance included: Laura Ballantoni, Nikki Collier, Tom Evans, Danielle 
June, Lee Martin, Wayne Nakaoka, Dan Paranick, Theresa Pennington, Gina Viecco, and District 
Counsel Brian Pierik. 

Guests attended tonight's meeting via Zoom. Those who made public comments are listed under 
the appropriate Item below. 

3. AGENDA REVIEW-There were no requested changes to tonight's Agenda. 

4. PUBLIC STATEMENTS (ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA) - NONE 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES - NONE 

6. CONSENT AGENDA - NONE 

7. PRESENTATIONS, SCHEDULED ITEMS AND PUBLIC HEARINGS - NONE 

8. CONTINUED BUSINESS - NONE 

9. NEW BUSINESS 

a. Community Workshop for Individuals with Special Needs or Disabilities 

1. Background and Scope of the Special Needs Ad Hoc Committee - The Verbal 
Report was provided by Dan Paranick, District Manager. Tonight's meeting is 
designed as a Workshop to gather input from the community and partner 
organizations. 

11. Special Needs Programming - RSRPD and Community Partners: The ARC of 
Ventura County, Path Point, Tri Counties Regional Center/ Rainbow Connection 
Family Resource Center, and the Simi Valley Unified School District - The 
Verbal Report was provided by District Recreation Supervisor Laura Ballantoni 
who provided an overview of the current programing and events offered for 
Special Needs participants. A couple of the more popular programs are bowling 
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and themed dances. Staff has already implemented a monthly newsletter to 
highlight Special Needs programming. 

Jillian Hendrix representing The ARC of Ventura County was in attendance. Their 
organization assists in transitioning students into community employment and 
independent living. · 

Laurie Hall Jordan from Rainbow Connection, part of Tri-Counties Regional 
Center, was in attendance. They provide information, training, and support for 
families. In the past, families had a difficult time finding information, now there 
is so much information it is difficult for families to manage. These families are 
dealing with so much and support is critical for them. 

Sean Goldman from Simi Valley Unified School District was in attendance. He 
added they have provided services for over 2300 students. However, once the 
students age out of the school programs there are not many options for them in 
the Community. 

iii. Special Needs Facilities - The verbal report was provided by District Recreation 
Supervisor Laura Ballantoni. Currently, several District facilities accommodate 
Special Needs participants, including Rancho Santa Susana Community Center, 
Houghton Park, Big Sky Park, Santa Susana Park, Challenger Field, and Rancho 
Pool. While all parks are designed to be accessible for disabled persons, we 
currently do not have a dedicated playground area. 

iv. Community/ Stakeholder (Parents) Input and Needs - Public Comment - Chair 
Dennert opened the meeting for public input regarding recreation, programming, 
and the accessibility of District facilities. He added the District is working on 
being inclusive of all groups with any new construction. 

Donna Prenta started by quoting a mentor of hers who said, "The more I know 
about special needs, the more I need to know." Her daughter started at Garden 
Grove Elementary where they have a great program. While the School District 
program is wonderful, the participants do age out of the program when they tum 
22 and there are not many options after this. She feels all agencies have a 
challenge in providing services for Special Needs individuals. The local 
community could use some work on providing for the older people who have aged 
out of the school program. She would like to offer her 29 years of experience to 
the District to assist with programming and accessibility. 

Robert Matola from RM Designs, a local Architectural Firm since 1989 said they 
have completed over 800 projects in town. They recently designed the Cole 
Vocational Services facility located next to the Stater Brothers market in Simi 
Valley. The facility is approximately 6,000 square feet and allows participants of 
all ages to learn everyday activities. He is offering his expertise on ADA 
compliant facilities and his firm is available to offer consulting to the District. 

Sean Goldman from Simi Valley Unified School District added students have a 
difficult time establishing and maintaining friendships, especially as they get 
older. He suggested offering social programs to allow for interaction and 
socialization, especially coming out of COVID. 
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Kirsten Riddick, a local teacher, has a 10-year-old daughter with Down 
Syndrome. It has been difficult for them with socialization at this age. She would 
like to see sports programming that is designed for recreation and not a League. 
Her daughter enjoys all the activities other than actual games. 

Freeman asked when would adult programming be needed most. Donna Prenta 
replied more programming during week days, not just after school. She added the 
YMCA has a lot of accessible options and they allow aides to attend at no charge. 
Prenta added she is not even sure what activities are accessible as they have never 
worked with the Park District previously. Ballantoni replied our classes are the 
same as the YMCA, there is no charge for attendants. Dennert suggested adding 
to class information that aides and assistants are not charged. 

Jillian Hendrix added there are is a wide range of people with varying abilities. 
Some adult classes are too difficult and younger ages are too basic. She feels there 
is a need for some classes that fall in the middle. 

Deb Holler complimented everyone for holding this meeting. She appreciates the 
District for including ADA accessibility options. She suggested outside locations 
have more flat surfaces and easier access to the restrooms would be helpful. Prenta 
added adult changing tables in some bathroom facilities would be needed. 

Diana Nelson added her son, Ian, really enjoys fitness now after COVID, 
especially running. He has created a running club and they are looking for runners. 

Zach Miller, the new Director of Recreation at the District has previous 
experience working with the Special Olympics. He is looking forward to utilizing 
his personal experiences here. He is looking to connect programming with 
adaptive or inclusive offerings. 

v. Board Discussion and Direction- Dennert and Freeman would like Staff to draft 
a document with the information gathered tonight for further discussion by the 
Board. O'Brien likes the idea of letting the Community know what the District 
currently offers by promoting those programs. This can be started right away with 
little expense. Abele agreed with O'Brien, letting people know what is currently 
offered is half the battle. Gray suggested having a specific page on the website 
with all offerings that can accommodate the Special Needs community. 

Paranick thanked tonight's participants for the valuable input. Staff will work on 
developing a public awareness and outreach campaign to implement in the short
term. The long-term items will be discussed further at a future Board Meeting. 

10. REPORTS BY BOARD MEMBERS 

Director Abele will save his comments for the next regularly scheduled Board meeting. 

Director Gray reported he enjoyed a game of Disc Golflast night with Dennert. 

Director Freeman reported the Simi Valley Community Council awards held via ZOOM last 
Saturday went well. She attended the Historical Society Joint meeting with O'Brien. After 45 
years of service Pat Havens will be retiring from her position with the Historical Society next 
March. The new book from the Historical Society should be ready this August. 
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Vice Chair O'Brien attended the Historical Society meeting with Freeman. She also attended a 
Rotary Club Meeting; they have a new president who is interested in assisting the District with 
the Arroyo Greenway project. 

Chair Dennert assisted with the graffiti removal at Hummingbird Trail. He thanked all the 
volunteers who came out and helped. They are planning another cleanup day in July. He attended 
the Zoom meeting for the Simi Valley Community Council Awards. He was contacted by an 
Eagle Scout who would like to build a chess table at a park location. He requested a list of 
possible District projects for Scouts who may be interested. Ballantoni replied she has a list of 
projects she will forward. Dennert thanked Director Gray for holding an Emerging Leaders event 
at the Birdie Bar. 

11. REPORT BY DISTRICT MANAGER - Comments were provided by Dan Paranick. Staff is 
currently working on fees and locations for After School Club programming for the 2021/22 
school year. The School District is expecting to be fully open next semester, but they are still not 
sure what (if any) COVID restrictions will be in place. 

Abele requested this topic be added to the agenda for the next Board meeting. He would like to 
have more information and have the Board be part of the discussion. 

Chair Dennert called a 5-minute Recess at 7:55pm. 

12. CLOSED SESSION - Chair Dennert called the Meeting to Closed Session at 8:00pm. 

a. Closed Session Pursuant to Government Code Section 54957.6 
Conference with Labor Negotiator: 
Agency Negotiators: District Manager and Director of Administration 
Employee Organization: Rancho Simi Recreation and Park District -

Middle Management Association 

b. Closed Session Pursuant to Government Code Section 54957.6 
Conference with Labor Negotiator: 
Agency Negotiators: District Manager and Director of Administration 
Employee Organization: Rancho Simi Recreation and Park District -

Employees Association ("Bargaining Unit") 

c. Closed Session Pursuant to Government Code Section 54957.6 
Conference with Labor Negotiator: 
Agency Negotiator: District Manager & Director of Administration 
Employee Organization: Unrepresented Employees 

There was no reportable action taken by the Board tonight. 

13. ADJOURNMENT - Chair Dennert adjourned the Meeting at 8:36pm. 

~DttllM\Crl-
D~anick, District Clerk 
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